Bridgend  Urban  District. 


♦ 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1895. 


♦ 


WYNDHAM  RANDALL 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


BRIDGEND : 

“Glamorgan  Gazette”  Office,  Qaeen  Street. 


Bridgend  Urban  District. 


♦ 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1895. 


♦ 


WYNDHAM  RANDALL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


BRIDGEND : 

“  Glamorgan  Gazette”  Office,  Qaeen  Street, 


I  8  9  (3  , 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
.  Wellcome  Library 


! 


https://archive.org/details/b28829530 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Bridgend  District  Council. 
Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Eeport  for  the  year  1895,  and  to 
lay  before  you  the  usual  Tables  of  vital  statistics. 

The  district  comprises  an  area  of  629  acres,  the  density  of  population 
9' 75  persons  per  acre. 

THE  POPULATION. 

The  population  of  the  district  has  been  estimated  at  6,136,  and  it  is  on 
this  estimate  statistical  returns  have  been  constructed. 

The  somewhat  sudden  increase  of  building  operations  during  the  last 
few  years  has  rendered  basing  the  estimate  on  the  mean  annual  increment 
of  the  decennial  period  inapplicable. 

According  to  the  census  of  1891,  the  proportionate  number  of 
occupants  of  each  house  was  a  fraction  over  5.  The  total  number  of 
inhabited  houses  was,  therefore,  multiplied  by  5*20,  and  this  gives  an 
estimated  pop>ulation  at  the  end  of  the  year  of  6,136. 

BIRTHS 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  were  214;  of  these  117  were 
males,  and  97  females. 

The  8  births  at  the  Workhouse  are  included  in  the  above  return. 
M.,  4  ;  F.,  4.  The  birth-rate  was  34’8  per  1,000  living,  as  compared  with 
30’3,  the  rate  of  England  and  Wales. 

Table  I.  shows  the  population,  the  births,  the  deaths,  and  the  excess  of 
births  over  deaths  annually. 

tabi-e  I. 


Year. 

Population. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Excess 
of  Deaths. 

Excess 
of  Births. 

1890 

4350 

140 

104 

Nil. 

36 

1891 

4896 

145 

129 

16 

1892 

4896  - 

154 

92 

62 

1893 

5146 

165 

68 

97 

1894 

5426 

181 

87 

3  1 

94 

1895 

6136 

214 

132 

82 

4 


Table  II.  shows  the  comparisions  of  births  and  deaths  in  the  district  in 
successive  years. 

TABLE  II. 


Year. 

Births. 

Birth 

rate 

per  1000 

Deaths 
from  all 
causes. 

Death 

rate 

per  1000 

Zymotic 

Death 

rate 

per  1000 

Death  rate  under  1 
year  per  1000. 

Bridgend. 

England 
and  Wales. 

1890 

140 

32T8 

104 

23*9 

3-4 

130 

1891 

145 

29  6 

129 

26  3 

0-8 

138-0 

150 

1892 

154 

31-4 

92 

18-7 

1-4 

119-4 

149 

1893 

165 

32  0 

68 

13  2 

1-5 

139-3 

159 

1894 

181 

33*3 

87 

15-0 

0  9 

99-4 

137 

1895 

214 

34-8 

132 

21*5 

3-5 

172  8 

161 

Means 

166*5 

32-22 

102-0 

19  76 

1-93 

■ 

131-9 

147-6 

DEATHS., 

During  the  year  1895,  132  deaths  were  registered  in  the  district,  of 
these  76  were  males,  and  56  were  females.  The  excess  of  births  over  deaths 
being  82.  The  death-rate  was  equal  to  21 '5  per  1,000  of  the  x3opuiation,  as 
compared  with  15*0  in  1894. 

The  rate  in  England  and  Wales  in  1895  was  18’7. 

The  deaths  from  the  chief  zymotic  diseases  during  the  same  period  were 
22,  death-rate  per  1,000  persons  living  was  3’5,  as  compared  with  0'9  in 
1894. 

The  rate  in  England  and  Wales  in  1895  was  2*14. 

At  the  Workhouse  19  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year,  of  these 
18  were  males  and  1  female.  The  excess  of  deaths  over  births  being  11. 

The  daily  average  number  of  inmates  was  100.  The  death-rate,  0*19. 

The  19  deaths  at  the  Workhouse  among  an  average  daily  population  of 
100  are  included  in  the  total  deaths  on  which  the  mortality  rates  are  based. 

THE  BRIDGEND  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Area  in  acres,  629.  Density,  9*75. 

1891.  1895. 

Population,  4,896.  6,136  (estimated). 

Birth-rate,  34‘8 ;  death-rate,  21*5;  infant  death-rate,  172*8;  phthisis 
death-rate,  1*3;  respiratory  death-rate,  3*2. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  District  during  the  year  due  to 
injury  was  5, 


The  deaths  at  all  ages  were  :  — 

Under  one  year  ..  ...  ...  ...  37 

One  year  and  under  five  years .  18 

Five  years  and  under  fifteen  .  9 

Fifteen  years  and  under  twenty-five  ...  4 

'Twenty-five  years  and  under  sixty-five  44 
Sixty-five  years  and  upwards  .  20 


132 


Table  III.  shows  the  chief  causes  of  depth  amongst  infants  under  one 
year  of  age. 

TABLE  III. 


Causes  of  Deaths. 

Deaths 
under  one 
year. 

Whooping'  Cough . 

3 

Measles  . 

2 

Tuberculosis  . 

9 

Diarrhoea . 

2 

Congenital  Defects . 

5 

Syphilis  . 

1 

Diseases  of  the  Nervous  Svstem . , , 

10 

„  ,,  Respiratory  System  . 

2 

,,  ,f  Vascular  System  . 

1 

,,  ,,  Digestive  System  . 

2 

Total . 

37 

Table  IV.  shows  the  number  of  deaths  registered  in  each  Parish  during 
the  year. 

TABLE  IV. 


Parishes. 

Zymotic  Diseases. 

Pai-asitic  Diseases. 

i 

Dietetic  Diseases. 

Constitutional 

Diseases. 

Developmental 

Diseases. 

Local  Diseases. 

Violence. 

Ill-defined,  &c. 

l-H 

a 

0 

H 

Death  rate 
per  1000. 

Oldcastle . 

15 

•  • 

•  • 

18 

8 

54 

5 

3 

103 

22-4 

Newcastle  . 

7 

*  • 

t  • 

< 

i 

1 

14 

«  • 

«  • 

29 

18-8 

Total  . 

22 

«  • 

•  • 

25 

9 

68 

5 

3 

132 

21-5 

6 


ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

The  132  deaths  from  all  causes  included  ; — 

1  attributed  to  Diphtheria. 

1  ,,  ,,  Membranous  Croup. 

4  ,,  ,,  Enteric  Fever. 

7  ,,  %,  Measles. 

7  ,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough. 

2  ,,  ,,  Diarrhsea. 

During  the  year  42  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  reported  to  me 
by  Medical  Practitioners  under  the  provisions  of  the  Infectious  Disease 
Notification  Act. 


TABLE  V. 

Shows  the  number  of  cases  reported  under  the  Notification  Act  and  the 
deaths  during  each  month  of  the  year  1895  : — 


Months. 

Diph¬ 

theria. 

Ery¬ 

sipelas. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Con¬ 

tinued 

Fever. 

Puer¬ 

peral 

Fever. 

Total. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

1 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

00 

<D 

CO 

Q 

j  Deaths. 

j  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Oases. 

Deaths. 

j  Cases. 

Deaths. 

j  Cases,  j 

January  .... 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

February  . . 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  • 

1 

March . 

•  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

2 

April  . 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

1 

6 

May . 

•  t 

1 

• .  * 

1 

» •  f 

2 

J  une  . 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  «  » 

•  •  • 

i 

.  .  « 

July  . 

2 

•  • 

*  •  • 

•  •  » 

»  •  • 

«  •  • 

•  • « 

2 

August  .... 

i 

2 

•  • 

1 

2 

. 

2 

4 

September  . . 

•  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

i 

1 

4 

October  .... 

t  • 

•  • 

3 

3 

... 

6 

November  . . 

1 

3 

3 

t 

December  . . 

*  • 

1 

1 

4 

1 

«  <  • 

1 

... 

7 

Year  1895  , , 

1 

6 

•  • 

7 

... 

10 

4 

12 

3 

... 

4 

4 

42 

Table  of  Deaths  during  the  Year  1895,  in  the  BRIDGEND  URBAN  DISTRICT,  classified  according  to  Diseases, 

Ages,  and  Localities. 


Moetality  feom  Subjoined  Causes,  Distinguishing  Deaths 

OF  Childebn  undee  Five  Yeaes  of  Age. 

Total. 

lO 

•88SB08I(J 

jaqiO  ilV 

CO 

CO 

CO 

•gaianCuj 

•08E08IQ;  :JJB0JJ 

1—4 

r— ^ 
pH 

•i!8ian0]^(j  pn« 
Btaoain0n^ 
‘spinonoag 

CO 

CO 

•i‘j0;a08ifQ; 
pUB  'B0Oq.I.I'BI(J 

(M 

•qJcino'3 

Smdooq^ 

•80tSB0pj[ 

o 

a0A0^  pioqd^X 

JO  OTJ0iug[ 

•dnojQ 

8noaB.iqra0jy\f 

rH 

•BU0q;qdia 

Under  5... 

5  upwards. 

1  Moetality  feom  all  Causes, 

I  AT  Subjoined  Ages. 

•spMdu  puB  59 

o 

<M 

‘99 

J0pnn  puB  0^ 

•9o 

J0pan  puB  5X 

*51  J0pnn  puB  5 

O 

*5  J0pun  puB  X 

GO 

'jlvqA.  X  Jopujq 

t'- 

co 

•80.§B  xx^  lY 

<M 

CO 

r— < 

Names  of  Localities 

[adopted  for  the  purpose  of  these 
localities. 

i 

1 

Beidgend  Ueban . 1 

m 

0) 

■4-i 

o3 

(D 

U 

a» 

•H 

43 

A 

O 

•rH 

A 

o 

43 

d 

o 

•rH 

in 

•iH 

> 

•rH 

ft 

o 

43 

O 

43 

02 

•iH 

P 

0) 

rd 

43 

O 

d 

o 


cs 

d 

o 

p 

'd 

d 

d 

d 

o 

< 


o 


H 


Notification  of  Infections  Disease’’  has  been  compulsory  in  the  district  since  May,  1893.  There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital. 
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TABLE  VI. 

The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  Infectious  Diseases,  and 
the  deaths  in  each  locality  : — • 


TABLE  VI. 


Localities. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph¬ 

theria. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Con¬ 

tinued 

Fever. 

Erysip¬ 

elas. 

Puer¬ 

peral 

Fever. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

j  Cases. 

Deaths,  j 

j  Cases. 

j  Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Oldcastle . 

•  «  • 

10 

1 

o 

O 

1 

7 

2 

,  * 

5 

»  •  • 

3 

Newcastle  . 

... 

... 

... 

3 

3 

5 

... 

1 

... 

2 

k  *  * 

1 

Totals . 

•  • 

10 

1 

6 

4 

12 

3 

... 

7 

♦  •  • 

4 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

No  death  was  registered  from  Scarlet  Fever,  and  none  were  registered 
in  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  were  10  as  compared  with  7  in  1894. 

The  distribution  of  the  deaths  and  cases  in  the  district  as  to  the  period 
of  the  year,  and  as  to  locality  will  be  seen  in  Tables  V.  and  VI. 

On  an  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever  being  notified,  the  Masters  of  Schools 
in  the  District  were  written  to  by  me,  or  communicated  with  by  the 
Surveyor,  and  directed  not  to  admit  any  members  of  the  infected  households 
for  two  months. 

The  parents  were  advised  as  to  strict  isolation  for  two  months,  and  as 
to  the  disinfection  of  persons  and  clothing  ;  but  no  effective  isolation  can  be 
maintained  without  proper  nursing  or  removal  to  hospital,  consequently 
such  sanitary  precautions  proved  comparatively  useless. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

One  death  was  attributable  to  Diphtheria,  and  one  in  1894. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  was  6,  as  compared  with  7  in  the  previous 
year. 

The  measures  adopted  in  cases  of  Diphtheria  were; — Parents  were 
advised  as  to  strict  isolation  for  one  month,  and  as  to  disinfection  of  persons 
and  clothing.  '1  he  drains  were  flushed  with  disinfectants,  and  after  the 
adoption  of  the  Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act,  the  premises  were 
disinfected  under  the  supervision  of  the  Surveyor.  The  need  of  a  steam 
disinfecting  apparatus  for  the  disinfection  of  bedding  and  clothing  was  felt 
much,  and  to  a  great  extent  paralysed  our  efforts,  and  in  several  instances 
clothing  and  bedding  were  ordered  to  be  destroyed  as  an  alternative. 
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ENTERIC  FEVER. 

Four  deaths  were  registered  from  Enteric  Fever,  as  compared  with 
three  in  1894. 

Twelve  cases  were  notified  of  Enteric,  and  three  of  Continued  Fever,  as 
compared  with  14  of  Enteric  Fever  and  eight  of  Continued  Fever  in  the 
previous  year. 

The  12  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  unevenly  distributed  through  the 
year  as  to  time. 

They  occurred  in  ten  different  streets,  and  in  parts  of  the  town  con¬ 
siderably  apart. 

Each  invaded  house  and  premises  were  inspected,  and  all  sanitary 
defects  that  could  be  detected,  were  remedied. 

Directions  were  given  as  to  the  disinfection  of  the  motions  and  urine, 
as  to  the  disinfection  of  soiled  clothes,  and  in  some  instances  the  clothes 
were  destroyed.  In  these  cases  the  absence  of  a  steam  disinfector  was  again 
felt. 

The  w.c.’s  and  drains  were  flushed  with  a  disinfectant. 

Enquiries  were  made  as  to  the  water,  milk,  and  food  supplies  in  each 
instance,  and  suspicion  as  to  any  of  these  was  reasonably  excluded. 

1. ^  Seven  out  of  the  12  cases  occurred  in  houses  situated  on  the  higher 
elevations  or  on  the  outskirts  of  the  district,  and  distant  from  the  river. 

2.  The  12  cases  were  distributed  in  8  different  streets;  3  cases  in  North- 
street  on  the  flat,  and  3  cases  in  Llynvi-street  at  a  higher  elevation. 

3.  Five  of  the  12  cases  broke  out  in  five  recently-built  and  newly 
occupied  houses,  where  sanitary  defects  were  absent  or  slight. 

4.  In  point  of  time  the  distribution  of  the  cases  was  : — 1  in  April,  1  in 
May.  2  in  August,  2  in  September,  3  in  October,  and  3  in  November. 

o.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  on  the  10th  November  heavy  rain  fell, 
on  the  nth  the  river  was  in  flood,  and  that  after  this  thorough  flushing  of 
the  drains  and  sewers  only  1  more  case  of  Enteric  Fever  was  notified,  viz., 
on  the  29th,  and  as  this  case  probably  was  not  notified  at  the  very  outset  of 
the  illness,  the  patient  may  well  be  held  to  have  contracted  the  infeetion 
previous  to  this  flood. 

In  1894,  although  the  effect  was  not  so  marked,  after  heavy  floods  on 
30th  and  31st  October,  one  case  only,  on  22nd  December  occurred,  which 
could  not  have  been  infected  previous  to  the  floods.  The  other  3  cases  of  the 
fever  early  in  November  and  4  cases  of  Continued  Fever  notified  up  to  the 
end  of  November,  may  well  have  become  infected  before  the  flushing  of  the 
sewers  and  culverts  by  the  flood  took  place. 

In  my  Report  for  1893,  in  which  year  we  had  6  deaths  from  Enteric 
Fever,  I  believed  “that  the  outbreak  was  due  to  insufficient  flushing  of 
sewers  and  drains,  leading  to  accumulation  and  escape  of  sewer  air,”  and  it 
was  then  noticeable  that  heavy  rain  fell  on  the  24th  of  September,  and  that 
from  that  date  the  epidemic  decreased  manifestly. 

In  1891  the  town  was  free  from  this  disease,  and  I  find  in  my  Report 
for  that  year  the  folloAving  sentence,  “  I  would  notice  the  absence  of 
Enteric  Fever  during  the  year  due,  I  believe,  to  the  heavy  rains  of  the 
autumn  and  winter  thoroughly  flushing  the  drains  and  culverts.”  These 
facts^  emphasize  the  advice  I  gave  the  Authority  in  September,  as  to  the 
provision  of  several  large  automatic  flushing  tanks  on  the  chief  sewers  at 
irnportant  points  ;  and  at  the  dead-ends  of  each  branch  sewer  a  man-hole 
with  a  flushing  penstock,  enabiing  it  to  be  filled  with  water,  and  utilized 
as  a  flushing  chamber  should  be  constructed. 
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These  conclusions  also  tend  to  urge  the  extreme  need  of  pressing  on 
the  construction  of  a  Sewerage  Scheme  for  the  town. 

The  County  Council  Medical  Officer,  in  his  December  Quarterly 
Keport  says,  “  At  the  present  it  is  impossible  to  account  for  this  peculiar 
distribution  (as  to  time  and  place)  of  the  fever.  Ascertained  facts  would 
seem  to  point  to  a  different  cause  in  each  case.”  I  have  thought  the  above 
short  account  of  the  fever  in  successive  years  might  be  of  interest. 

ERYSIPLAS. 

No  death.  Seven  cases  were  notified,  as  compared  with  2  in  1894. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

No  death.  Four  cases  notified,  as  compared  with  1  in  the  previous 
year. 

INFLUENZA. 

Two  deaths,  preceded  by  Influenza,  were  registered  in  the  first  quarter 
of  the  year,  when  the  disease  was  prevalent  to  some  extent  in  the  town, 

During  December  there  were  also  several  cases  at  the  Workhouse. 
No  deaths  from  this  disease  were  recorded  in  1894. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

Seven  deaths  were  attributed  to  Whooping  Cough,  none  being 
registered  in  1894. 

The  disease  prevailed  during  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  quarters  of 
the  year. 

MEASLES. 

Seven  deaths  from  Measles  were  registered,  all  occurring  in  the  last 
quarter  of  the  year,  as  compared  with  none  the  previous  year. 

CLOSURE  OF  SCHOOLS. 

During  the  month  of  October  a  very  severe  and  widespread  epidemic 
of  Measles  invaded  the  town. 

It  commenced  about  the  beginning  of  the  month,  and  I  am  inclined  to 
think  more  than  half  the  households  in  the  town  were  affected.  In  one 
street  nearly  every  house  had  one  or  more  inmates  laid  up. 

At  the  Board  Schools  403  were  absent  out  of  an  attendance  of  696. 
And  probably  about  the  same  per  centage  at  the  National  School.  The 
St.  Mary’s  School  was  about  equally  affected.  On  21st  October,  I  wrote 
to  the  Managers,  advising  the  closure  of  the  Schools.  They  were  re-opened 
9th  December,  when  the  epidemic  had  practically  ceased. 

I  believe  the  closure  of  the  Schools  had  a  most  favourable  effect  in 
diminishing  the  spread  of  infection. 

GENERAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  Sanitary  state  of  the  district  has  been  much  improved  during 
the  year. 

The  house  accommodation  is  insufficient,  cheap  cottages  for  the 
labouring  class  are  few. 
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Seventy-eight  new  houses  have  been  built,  the  bye-laws  complied  with, 
and  certified  fit  for  occupation  by  the  Surveyor  ;  many  of  these  are  well- 
built  cottages,  but  few,  if  any,  have  been  built  with  rents  suited  to  the 
purse  of  the  unskilled  labourer. 

Sewers  have  been  reconstructed  and  others  ventilated,  much  improve¬ 
ment  has  been  elfected  in  this  respect.  Many  w.c.’s  have  been  supplied 
with  flushing  apparatus. 

Twenty  dwellings  unfit  for  occupation  have  been  closed,  1  has  been 
repaired  and  since  inhabited. 

The  County  Medical  Officer,  in  his  December  report  says  of  this  house, 
“  The  Rhiw  House  has  been  considerably  improved,  but  I  am  of  opinion 
that  it  is  not  fit  for  the  purpose,”  that  of  a  Common  Lodging  House. 

The  following  houses  should  be  closed,  pending  repair  and  alteration  : — 
39,  40,  43,  Nolton-street ;  5,  6,  The  Craig,  Newcastle ;  The  Square,  New¬ 
castle,  4  cottages  facing  the  churchyard  ;  19,  20,  21,  North-street,  Brewery- 
road. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Two  samples  of  water  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for 
analysis,  taken  at  Brackla-street  and  Victoria-street.  The  results  in  both 
cases  were  highly  satisfactory.  The  Public  Analyst  states  that  “Both 
samples  appear  to  have  identical  composition.  They  are  hard,  but  the 
hardness  is  due  almost  entirely  to  Calcium  Bicarbonate,  and  can  be  re¬ 
duced  to  about  one  part  per  100,000  by  boiling. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  waters  originate  in  a  pure  source,  as  the 
chemical  results  are  unexceptionable. 

PERMANENT  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Seventy-eight  new  houses  certified  fit  for  occupation. 

Twenty  houses  closed,  unfit  for  habitation. 

New  Ventilators  on  Sewers  : — 

Two  at  Victoria-street,  4-inch ;  one  at  Coity  Brook,  12-inch  ;  one  at 
Dunraven-place,  6-inch  ;  one  at  Chapel-street,  6-inch. 

A  new  sewer  at  Glanogwr,  from  Merthyrmawr-road  to  the  river. 

Sewers  Re- constructed : — 

One  the  north  side  of  Victoria-street ;  one  the  south  side  of  Victoria- 
street  ;  one  at  Chapel-street. 

Sewers  Cleaned : — 

A  portion  of  Coity  Brook  ;  a  stone  culvert  behind  Park-street. 

New  Streets  : — 

Victoria-street  and  Caedre-street  practically  completed. 

Flushing  Cisterns : — 

Fifty-six  w.c.’s  furnished  with  flushing  cisterns. 

Eleven  new  w.c.’s  erected. 

At  29,  North-street,  bedding  destroyed,  and  compensation  giveni 
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REQUIREMENTS. 

1.  Eegulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk  Shops  Order. 

2.  Bye-laws  for  the  keeping  of  w.c.’s  supplied  with  sufficient  water  for 
flushing,  gnd  for  the  paving  of  yards  and  open  spaces  in  connection  with 
dwellings. 

3.  Some  permanent  building  for  the  isolation  of  persons  suffering  from 
infectious  disease. 

4.  A  steam  disinfecting  chamber. 

5.  The  provision  of  several  automatic  flushing  penstocks. 

6.  A  system  of  sewerage. 

7.  A  bath  and  dressing-room  in  connection  with  the  disinfecting 
chamber  for  the  disinfection  of  infected  persons. 

8.  A  hot-air  destructor. 

9.  Covered  iron  buckets  for  the  removal  of  infected  excreta. 

I  beg  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

WYNDHAM  RANDALL, 


Beiduend,  4th  Apeil,  1896. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES. 


Surveyor’s  Ofeice, 

Bridgend. 


To  the  Bridgend  Urban  Dlstrid  CounciJ. 

Gentlemen, 

X*  XT-  o  .i  submit  to  your  consideration  my  third  Annual  Bpnnrf 

eldint 

NEW  HOUSES. 

Seventy-eight  new'  houses  have  been  certified  fit  for  habitation  I 
have  pointed  out  m  my  former  Eeports,  dwellings  for  the  labourinf^  classes 
are  still  very  scarce.  'J'he  demands  for  cottages  for  the  labourino- ”uan  far 
exceed  tbe  supply,  and  he  cannot  afford  to  pay  the  whole  of  the  rent 
himself  for  the  class  of  houses  that  are  novv  being  erected  hfmust 

therefore  sublet  part  of  the  house,  or  take  in  lodgers.  The  natural  result 
is,  the  house  becomes  overcrowded.  result 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

These  have  been  frequently  inspected,  and  in  the  Dunraveu  Slauo-hter 

SaS  “  TJ'Trn  “  filth. 

hTTrrrn*’  ’  ^  I'  i  ^  properly  constructed  cart.  There  are  still 

^  desirable  in  some  of  the  general  arrangements. 

Mr.  Morgan  s  HlauLditer-hoiise  is  still  very  un^atisfaplorv  «  -i 
unfit  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  used.  ^  ^msatistactoiy,  and  quite 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  only  two  registered  Common  Lodginc^  Houses  in  thA 

closed.  There  are  a  number %f  houses  used  as 

^  registered,  which  are  totally  unfit  Stens 

are  no^v  being  taken  to  prevent  them  being  used  for  that  purpose.  ‘ 

DISPOSAL  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE. 

It  IS  with  great  difficulty  tips  can  be  obtained  for  denosiflna.  L 
refuse.  The  principal  one  used  at  present  being  Pullyberllan^ whioh® 
almost  entirely  surrounded  by  houses,  from  which  comnlainf-i  a  ^  is  now 
ally  made  of  the  stench  aris.ng  therefrom  and 
con^der  the  necessity  of  providing  some  other  means  of  disjolg 
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INFECT^OUS  DISEASES. 

In  all  infectious  cases  that  were  notified,  the  houses  were  inspected, 
and  any  defects  found  were  remedied.  The  drains  were  thoroughly  flushed 
and  disinfected  with  carbolic  acid.  Disinfectants  were  given  gratis  to  the 
infected  houses,  also  to  all  the  inhabitants  who  applied  for  it. 

The  bed  and  bedclothes  from  29,  Korth  Street  were  destroyed,  and 
compensation  paid. 

Now  that  the  Council  have  undertaken  to  destroy  the  clothing  and  pay 
compensation,  and  having  adopted  the  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act, 
I  think  the  Council  should  take  into  consideration  the  advisability  of  pro¬ 
curing  a  disinfecting  apparatus,  as  it  is  impossible  to  carry  out  efficiently 
the  process  of  disinfecting  without  it. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

Ten  persons  are  registered  as  Cow-ke?pers,  Dairymen  and  Purveyors  of 
Milk.  I  must  again  point  out  the  urgent  necessity  of  framing  Eegulations 
with  respect  to  Dairies  and  Cowsheds.  It  is  impossible  to  deal  effectually 
with  the  several  matters  requiring  attention  without  them  ;  for  instance, 
the  provision  of  pure  water.  Sufficient  attention  has  not  been  paid  to  the 
water  which  the  cows  are  allowed  to  drink,  particularly  during  the  summer 
months,  when  water  is  scarce.  It  is  not  at  all  unusual  to  see  cows  drinking 
from  stagnant  ponds,  the  water  in  which  has  been  collected  from  the  surface 
of  roads  near  it,  and  from  other  impure  sources.  This  water  is  frequently 
polluted  by  the  soakage  from  manure  heaps  and  sewage  matter  from 
cesspools  and  drains.  This  cannot  be  beneficial  to  the  health  of  the  cows. 
The  present  mode  of  depositing  the  contents  of  the  cesspools  (some  of  which 
contains  the  germs  of  Enteric  Fever)  upon  pasture  land  which  is  grazed  by 
milking  cows,  can  be  the  means  of  conveying  the  disease  to  persons  using 
the  milk  of  these  cows. 

I  therefore  advise  the  Council  to  provide  a  shoot  to  receive  the  contents 
of  the  cesspools,  and  not  to  leave  it  to  the  contractor  to  deposit  it  where  he 
thinks  proper. 

ACTION  TAKEN  FOR  THE  ABATEMENT 

OF  NUISANCES. 

The  total  number  of  houses  inspected  were  260. 

60  Preliminary  Notices  have  been  served  for  the  abatement  of  Nuisances. 

45  Legal  Notices  have  been  served  for  the  abatement  of  Nuisances. 

33  ,,  ,,  for  the  provision  of  efficient  Water-closets. 

5  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  New  Drains. 

II  Legal  Notices  have  been  served  to  provide  Water  Supply. 

6  ,,  ,,  under  the  Housing  of  Working  Classes  Act,  1890. 

In  11  cases  it  was  necessary  to  apply  for  Magistrates’  aid. 

35  Defective  House  Drains  cleaned  from  obstruction  and  repaired. 

10  ,,  ,,  reconstructed. 

7  New  Drains  have  been  provided. 

9  Drains  provided  with  intercepting  traps. 

12  Inspection  Chambers  have  been  built. 

35  Unventilated  Drains  ventilated  with  4-inch  shafts. 

9  Drains  provided  with  fresh  air  inlets. 

15  Pain  water  pipes  and  sinks  disconnected  from  Drains  and  allowed  to 
discharge  over  trapped  gullies. 
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56  Defective  traps  removed  and  replaced  with  stoneware  gnlly  traps. 

4  Defective  and  un ventilated  soil  pipes,  removed  from  inside  the  house 
and  placed  outside,  and  ventilated  with  4-inch  shafts. 

48  Defective  w.c.  pans  removed  and  replaced  with  new. 

56  w.c.^s  provided  with  proper  flushing  cisterns  and  water  laid  on. 

11  New  w.c.’s  have  been  erected. 

10  Cesspools  have  been  filled  in,  and  drains  connected  to  the  public 
sewers. 

1 3  Houses  have  been  supplied  with  water. 

18  Back  Yards  have  been  paved. 

20  Dwelling-houses  have  been  closed  as  unfit  for  human  occupation. 
11  were  closed  by  order  of  the  Justices  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Act,  1890;  eight  under  Section  97  P.H.A.,  1875,  and  one  without 
taking  proceedings. 

In  the  case  of  the  Rhiew  House  (which  is  included  in  the  above  list),  an 
order  has  been  obtained  declaring  the  house  habitable,  and  it  has  since  been 
registered  as  a  Common  Lodging  House. 

SEWERS. 

The  following  sewers  were  found  choked,  and  the  pipes  irregularly 
laid ;  they  were  taken  up,  reconstructed,  and  manholes  provided  : — • 

Edward  Street  (North  Side) -A  length  of  160  feet  of  6-inch  pipe 
sewer,  4  manholes,  one  4-inch  ventilating  shaft. 

Edward  Street  (South  Side)— A  length  of  190  feet  of  6-inch  pipe 
sewer,  3  manholes,  one  d-inch  ventilating  shaft. 

^  Chapel  Street  A  length  of  150  feet  of  9-inch  pipe  sewer,  1  flush¬ 
ing  chamber,  1  manhole,  one  6-inch  ventilating  shaft,  and  4  gullies. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  there  have  also  been  constructed  i  1.*^  o’ullies 
1  manhole,  and  2  ventilating  shafts.  *  ’ 

The  Culvert  at  the  back  of  Park  Street  has  been  cleaned,  25  loads  of 
sewage  carted  away. 

^  sewer,  with  necessary  manholes,  was  constructed  last  July  from 
Merthyr  Mawr  Road  through  Glanogwr  Grounds,  968  feet  long,  so  as  to 
faciliate  the  sewering  of  Cae-pen-y-dre  Estate,  which  has  53  houses  erected 
upon  it  draining  into  temporary  cesspools,  but  the  estate  is  still  iinsewered. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  again  to  call  the  Council’s  attention  to  the 
necessity  of  framing  regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk- 
shops  Order ;  the  making  of  bye-laws  under  Section  23  and  26  P.H.  Act, 
1890,  and  bye-laws  as  to  houses  let  in  lodgings,  under  Section  90  P.H.  Act’ 
18/5  ;  the  provisions  of  a  refuse  destructor,  and  disinfecting  apparatus. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

M.  WILLIAMS, 

Surveyor  and  Ins^,edor. 
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